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Tens of thousands of Vietnamese stu-
dents are studying in the United 
States, and we are supporting institu-
tions of higher education in Vietnam. 

This has been possible because of the 
efforts of many people over many 
years. Senators John McCain and John 
Kerry played an instrumental role in 
the normalization of relations. By 
doing so, they set the stage for both 
countries to build trust based on mu-
tual respect by addressing sensitive 
war legacy issues, which Ambassadors 
of both countries have also strongly 
encouraged. 

It is in this that Senior Lieutenant 
General Nguyen Chi Vinh has built his 
own legacy. The partnership that has 
developed from our cooperation on war 
legacies and which today extends to 
programs jointly funded and imple-
mented by Vietnam’s Ministry of De-
fense and the U.S. Department of De-
fense would not have been possible 
without General Vinh’s vision, his 
leadership, and his good will. For that 
we owe him our lasting appreciation 
and respect. 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, on Mon-
day, March 15, due to a snowstorm in 
Denver, I was unable to travel to Wash-
ington in time for the vote to confirm 
Deb Haaland to serve as Secretary of 
Interior. Had I been present, I would 
have voted to confirm her to serve in 
this important position. 

f 

REMEMBERING JOSEPH MARTIN 
ROSE, SR. 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of 
Mr. Joseph Martin Rose, Sr., Moka’ang 
Giizis or ‘‘Rising Sun’’ in the Ojibwe 
language, a beloved elder and member 
of the Eagle Clan of the Bad River 
Band of Lake Superior Ojibwe. As a 
member of the Three Fires Midewiwin 
Grand Medicine Lodge, Joe was a 
teacher, culture keeper, pipe carrier, 
and treasure to his community. His life 
was one of far too many claimed by the 
COVID–19 pandemic. 

Joe was born on April 24, 1935, to Carl 
Rose, Sr., and Mary ‘‘Dolly’’ (Jackson) 
Rose in Oklahoma. When his father 
volunteered to repair naval ships in 
Alaska during World War II, his moth-
er brought the family back home to 
Odanah to live with her parents on the 
Bad River Native American Reserva-
tion. Joe often told stories about grow-
ing up in Odanah, calling it a ‘‘time of 
kerosene lamps, outhouses, and wood 
heat.’’ He credited his grandfather, Dan 
Jackson, with instilling in him a 
strong connection to the natural world 
by teaching him about traditional 
plants, ceremonies, and medicines. He 
spent his youth netting fish in the 
spring, wild ricing in late summer, 
duck hunting in the fall, then ice skat-
ing and enjoying bonfires in the winter. 

He attended DePadua High School in 
Ashland, where he played nose tackle 

on the football team, wrestled, and 
sang in the school choir. His 
athleticism earned him a scholarship 
to Northland College, where he ma-
jored in biology and secondary edu-
cation, earning a certification to teach 
high school science and math. After 
graduation, he spent the next 10 years 
teaching in South Dakota and Wyo-
ming, while coaching youth sports. 
With the help of his parents, he raised 
two children, taught full time, and 
earned a master’s degree in guidance 
counseling before returning to Bad 
River in 1970. 

Back in Wisconsin, he became the 
homeschool coordinator and guidance 
counselor at Ashland High School. As 
an advocate for Bad River children, he 
taught them Native American arts and 
crafts and offered courses about cul-
ture. In 1974, he was asked to develop 
the newly formed Native American 
Studies Program at Northland College, 
one of the first such programs in Amer-
ica. As its director, he created a cul-
ture-based curriculum that emphasized 
environmental stewardship and the 
connection Ojibwe people have with 
Lake Superior. 

Joe’s experiential learning courses 
were memorable for the visits to his 
home on Waverly Beach, birch bark ca-
noes, ceremonial lodges, and a round 
house built by his students. He helped 
create the Traditional Ways Gathering, 
an annual event celebrating Ojibwe 
crafts such as beading, basket making, 
and flintknapping. He formed a rela-
tionship with the recently dedicated 
David R. Obey Northern Great Lakes 
Visitor Center in Ashland and curated 
its exhibits on Lake Superior tribal 
history and culture. 

As a staunch defender of Native 
American treaty rights, Joe and his 
son, Joe Dan, were among Lake Supe-
rior Ojibwe who exercised their rights 
to spearfish lakes in the ceded terri-
tory. They did so in the face of some-
times violent demonstrations in oppo-
sition to those rights. He later served 
on the Voigt Intertribal Task Force, 
which facilitates the cooperative man-
agement of shared natural resources in 
ceded territory. 

Joe retired as an associate professor 
in 2007, although he continued to teach 
and serve in leadership roles until the 
end of his life. Even after retirement, 
Joe continued his activism against en-
vironmental threats facing Lake Supe-
rior, including nuclear waste, oil explo-
ration, garbageincineration, factory 
farming, and taconite mining in the 
Penokee Hills. His most recent fight 
was against the Enbridge Line 5 oil 
pipeline that crosses the Bad River res-
ervation, one of his primary issues of 
concern as a member of the Ashland 
County Board. One way or another, Joe 
was a part of virtually every signifi-
cant environmental and treaty-rights 
struggle in the region over the past 
half century. 

While soft-spoken, Joe had a voice 
that proved powerful and deeply reso-
nant. He believed that he had the re-

sponsibility to ‘‘go out and share this 
knowledge and wisdom of how to live 
in harmony and balance with the nat-
ural world.’’ With this ethos and an in-
domitable faith in grassroots orga-
nizing, he never turned down an oppor-
tunity fight the good fight and share 
his knowledge with others. The count-
less people who were fortunate enough 
to know and learn from Joe Rose, Sr., 
will keep his memory alive and con-
tinue his good work for generations to 
come. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RECOGNIZING THE KINDRED HIGH 
SCHOOL VIKINGS 

∑ Mr. CRAMER. Mr. President, my 
State enjoys many legendary sports ri-
valries. But make no mistake about it, 
the Class B Boys High School Basket-
ball Tournament played every March 
is, without question, North Dakota’s 
premier sporting event. This year, 108 
teams began the basketball season in 
16 districts and 8 regions. The regional 
champions met the third weekend of 
March to compete for the State title. 
Every year, these games draw the at-
tention of the entire State, along with 
fans from across the Nation, all of 
whom claim a connection with at least 
one of the competing teams. 

This week, I stand a little taller as a 
proud 1979 graduate of Kindred High 
School. The Kindred Vikings won their 
first-ever boys basketball State cham-
pionship title in Minot Saturday night, 
defeating the Edgeley-Kulm-Montpe-
lier Rebels 40–34. Their 21–4 season was 
capped with impressive tournament 
matchups, where the Vikings show-
cased their agility and skill against 
some of the best basketball players in 
the State. In their semi-final victory 
against Four Winds-Minnewaukan, 
Kindred’s Matthew Pearson sunk six 
three-pointers to score 18 points, as 
Paul Olson scored 15 points and Jaiden 
Peraza 10. In the championship game, 
Paul Olson scored 23 points, making 8 
of 15 shots and 8 rebounds. Paul, 
Jaiden, and Gavin Keller were the Vi-
kings named to the all-tournament 
team. 

I want to recognize this year’s team 
members: Brock Woehl, Cole Campbell, 
Ethan McKenney, Jeremiah Dockter, 
Matthew Pearson, Jorgen Swensen, 
Elijah Heinrich, Paul Olson, Maxwell 
McQuillan, Trey Heinrich, Jaiden 
Peraza, Chase Miller, Gavin Keller, 
Presley Peraza, and Riley Sunram, 
along with manager Jack Davis and 
statisticians Rylie Ranking, Leah Rol-
land, and Zoe Sharp. 

As a Kindred High School student 
athlete who lettered 4 years in football, 
basketball, and track, I realize my high 
school skills would not qualify me to 
be the ball boy for this year’s squad. I 
congratulate the team, as well as 
Coach Brad Woehl, his assistants Scott 
Milbrandt, Matt Hagen, and Jimmy 
Hoy, and the hometown fans on win-
ning this championship. I join the rest 
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